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MOSES: HIS AGE AND HIS WORK. 
I. 



By Rev. Professor Nathaniel Schmidt, Ph.D., 
Colgate University. 



The Thirteenth Century B.C. an age of transition. — Changes in Egypt \ 
Babylonia, the Hittites. — Advance of new peoples. 

There are no leaps in nature, and none in human history, but 
there are points of departure, critical periods, epochs. Energy 
proceeds from energy, life from life, thought from thought ; no 
link is ever missing in the chain of cause and effect ; the con- 
tinuity cannot be broken. But there are moments when the 
plant bursts through the clod, the butterfly emerges from its 
chrysalis, the child is born, the new thought flashes forth from 
the mind of man. Tendencies long at work below the surface 
suddenly appear above ground. Crises come. Eras of steady 
and luxurious growth are followed by destructive glacial epochs 
in the history of man, as in the story of the planet. In the fam- 
ily of nations births and deaths are recorded, and the young life 
unfolds its powers, while the old declines and fades away. No 
stage of development is superfluous or unimportant. History has 
no dark ages except the unexplored. But sometimes an age is 
signalized by the retirement of many leading types of the past, 
and is crowded in return with prophetic events. 

Such an epoch was the thirteenth century before our era, not 
less than the thirteenth Christian century. The ancient civil- 
izations on the Nile and the Euphrates are forced into the back- 
ground, and new forms of national life come forth from the 
Arabian desert, the Tigris and the northern shores of the Med- 
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iterranean. On the stage of history there is a shifting of the 
scenes. Exeunt Egypt, Babylon, Heth ; enter Israel, Aram, 
Chaldaea, Assyria, Greece, Italy. These actors scarcely more 
than present themselves. Yet their characters are revealed with 
sufficient clearness. We readily recognize the masters of the 
coming age. 

Egypt was old. The last period of power, with its splendid 
Syrian conquests by the eighteenth and nineteenth dynasties, 
had been ushered in by the expulsion of Hyksos in 1575. 
Beyond the foreign domination lay the glorious time of the User- 
tesens and the Amenemhats of the twelfth dynasty who in the 
middle of the third millennium conquered Nubia and built up 
Thebes. Five hundred years earlier the land had been in the 
hands of another foreign race, as Flinders Petrie has just discov- 
ered. Then the dynasties of the great pyramid builders. Not 
later than 4000 B. C. Senefru's miners searched for malachite 
and cut their monarch's likeness in the rocks of Wady Maghara 
on the sinaitic peninsula. Some centuries before this date a 
mighty king, Mena, according to later tradition, succeeded in unit- 
ing the kingdom of Upper and Lower Egypt. But before the one 
kingdom, there were two ; before the two, many. What the 
Greeks called a vofios the pyramid texts designated as a nuit, a 
dominion. It was the shadow of an ancient kingdom. The great 
achievements of the Egyptian race, the redemption of the land 
by the taming of the Nile, the embalming of the body to perpet- 
uate the soul, and the enbalming of the thought in the symbolism 
of script, the reduction of the spirits to enneades with definite 
moral relations, were accomplished in the petty principalities 
between Buto and Nekhabit. A gigantic task even for a gifted 
people! In his last work 1 Maspero estimates that they laid the 
foundations of their civilization on the Nile about ten thousand 
years before our era. Whence then they came, we do not know. 
Their speech connects them unmistakably with the so-called Sem- 
itic nations, while their physical structure indicates a close relation 
to the other African peoples of the white race. 

* Histoireancienne des pen pies de V Orient Classique. Les Origines: Egypte et Chal- 
dee, Paris, 1895, p. 44. 
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Babylonia was old. Under Kassite rule since 1717, 2 she had 
fairly maintained her position, and kings like Gandesh (1717- 
1702) Agumkakrimi (1611-1572) Burnaburiash II. (1395-1366) 
and Kurigalzu II (1338-1284) had still known how to make her 
respected. But the supremacy that had left cuneiform script and 
Babylonian language as a legacy to Syria was no doubt founded 
by men like Hammurabi (2240-2186) and Ammisatana (2161- 
2148) and continued by the Shisku dynasty (2085-1718). Be- 
fore Hammurabi's victorious campaigns the hegemony seems to 
have passed from Uru in the thirtieth century to Nippur in the 
twenty-eighth, Uruk in the twenty-seventh, Isin in the twenty- 
sixth, Uru again in the twenty-fifth, and Larsam in the twenty- 
fourth. The first half of the fourth millennium is marked by the 
rival kingdoms of Lagash and Agade, the first Sumerian, 
the second Semite, while the second half probably saw the 
ascendancy of the kingdom of Shumir and Akkad with Uru 
for capital, still largely Sumerian. In the thirty-fifth cen- 
tury Gudea, patisi of Lagash, fought with Anzan, brought 
cedars from Amanus, alabaster from Phoenicia and diorite 
from Sinai (Magan and Malukka). One of the first patisis 
of Lagash seems to have been contemporaneous with Shargan- 
sharali (3800 B. C. ) , and consequently the date of the first known 
king of Lagas, Gur Sar, about 4200 B. C. Shargansharali con- 
quered the kingdoms of Babylon and Kish, one of whose kings, 
Alusharshid (ca. 3900 B. C.) has left several inscriptions. He also 
extended his power to Syria and Cyprus. When history opens 
the two races sit side by side. How long the Semite had been 
in the land, what his share had been of the work already done, 
who the Sumerian was and whence he had come, we cannot tell. 

* This date is based on the assumption that Hilprecht is correct in regarding Nabu- 
kudur-usur I. as the founder of the Pashe dynasty {Old Bab. Insc. p. 41; Assyriaca I.) 
Tiele (Z. A. x. 1.) indicates his dissent chiefly on the ground that Tukulti-apal-esharra I. 
and Marduk-iddin-ahi were contemporaries, and so also Assurdan, who according to 
Tukulti-apal-esharra lived sixty years before him and Zamama-shum-iddin who began 
his reign four years before the end of the Kassite dynasty. But this does not necessarily 
force Bil-nadin-shum back to 11 70. If Assurdan reigned 11 54-1 135 he could easily be 
both the contemporary of Marduk-apli-iddin I (1156-1144) and Zamama-shum-iddin 
(1143-1141) and sit upon the throne sixty years earlier than some date in the reign of 
Tukulti-apal-esharra I {ca. 1 120-1090). 
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Ramessu II. The Pharaoh of the Oppression. 



One thing is certain, what- 
ever the Semite may have 
contributed, he did not 
invent the wedge-shaped 
characters. These may 
not even have originated 
with the Sumerians, but 
simply been borrowed by 
them with many a foreign 
term from an invading 
eastern mountain race, 
very much as they were 
afterwards adopted along 
with the Babylonian lan- 
guage by Syria. There 
is much in the sculptured 
faces of Lagash, and in 
the arts, science, customs 
and even religion of the 
Sumerians to suggest a 
relation to the Semites 
only one degree remoter 
than that of the Egyptians. 
The Gilgames epic points 
to Eridu and Dilmun in 
the Persian Gulf as early 
seats of Babylonian civili- 
zation. At the recent 
Congress of Orientalists 
at Geneva, Jules Oppert 
announced his conviction 
that the Babylonian 
astronomers could not 
have known certain astron- 
omical periods, which as a 
matter of fact they did 
know, if they had not 
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observed the dog star Sirius, from the island of Dilmun on 
Thursday, April 29th, 11542 B. C. This date* is not much 
higher than that assumed by Maspero and Chabas for the begin- 
nings of the Egyptian civilization. 

Even Heth was old. In the days of Ramessu II. (1348-1281) 
the Hittite power was quite the peer of Egypt. The Amarna 
correspondence reveals the advance of the nation up the Orontes. 
If W. Max Miiller 1 is correct, the Hittites were settled north of 
the Amanus chain in the time of Dehutimose III. (1 503-1449) 
Kappadokia and Northern Kilikia may well have been the center 
of their power. This, however, does not preclude the possibility 
of earlier conquests in Syria and on the Upper Euphrates. It is 
only with the eighteenth dynasty the Egyptian sources begin to 
yield information concerning these regions. Hilprecht reads the 
last sign on the boss of Tarkutimme, tan, which would make this 
Hittite king ruler of Mitani. But in the period covered by the 
Amarna letters Mitani is no longer Hittite. The seal inscription 
(391 Metropolitan, New York) "Uri-Sutah, son of Kashshu, ser- 
vant of Burnaburiash scarcely shows as Sayce 2 thinks, that the 
Hyksos were Kashshites and Sutah a Kashshite god, in which case 
it would be likely to occur in the name of some Kashshite king ; 
but it may indicate an earlier Hittite influence in some dependent 
province where Uri-Sutah was the servant of Burnaburiash. An 
earlier date for the famous silver boss would also suggest a higher 
age for the other Hittite inscriptions. The fact that Panamu, of 
Yaudi, writes the Aramaic letters has already made this probable 
for the Marash and Hamath inscriptions ; and those of Karabel, 
Giaurkalesoi, Nymphalon, Boghas, Keui, and Eyuk can scarcely 
be younger than the boss. At the entrance of the pyramid of 
Usertasen II. (2682-2660) at Kahun in the Fayum there was a 
settlement during the twelfth dynasty. Here pieces of clay tab- 
lets have been found with Cypriote inscriptions. But the Cyp- 
riote hieroglyphics are only a modification of the Hittite brought 
to Cyprus from the southern shores of Asia Minor, which conse- 
quently were already then permeated with Hittite culture. Another 

1 Asienund Europa nach altagyptischen Denkmalern, 1893, P 3 l 9 ff- 

2 Academy, September 7, 1893. 
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source, the " Tablet of Omens," whose general historic accuracy 
has been so finely vindicated by the results of the American 
expedition, carries us over a thousand years further back by 
recording the campaign of Shargansharali (3800 B. C ) against 
the king of Hattu. 

These nations, hoary with age, had contributed much to the 
unfolding of human life, both in the establishment of juster, 
nobler, truer social relations, and in the realization of holier, 
kindlier, more intelligent relations to the deity. In regard to 
religion it is sufficient to mention the tendencies to monotheism, 
at Heliopolis and Hermopolis, the actual monolatry of Khu-en- 
Aten, the ethical character given to the primeval myths at Kutha 
and Uruk, the tenderer aspects of the divine life brought out in 
the mother-goddess cult of Kadesh hand of Karkamish. Yet even 
their highest achievements were insufficient to satisfy the deeper 
cravings of the age. Hence the rushing tide of new life. 

It had been preparing. In the desert, the elements that now 
entered into the composition of the Israelitish, Aramaean andChal- 
daean nations had been living a long life. On the Tigris patisis, 
or priest kings, had reigned as early as in the eighteenth century, 
if Jensen is right, 1 already in the twenty-sixth. The Mycenaean 
civilization flourished in the time of Amenhotep III. (1437- 
1401), as an inscription shows, and was centuries old then. 
Before it lay the Trojan age reaching back from 2000 B. C. at 
least for a millennium. And the Etruscan nations had not devel- 
oped in a day. 

But it was in the eventful thirteenth century that Moses deliv- 
ered and organized Israel and brought them into the "fields of 
Moab;"that the Suti fought with Pudu ilu (1281-1271) and 
other Aramaean tribes dispossessed the Hittites in Mesopotamia 
and Syria ; that the Chaldaeans wedged their way from the shores 
ot the Persian Gulf into Babylonia; and Shulmanasharid I. (1250- 
1220) made his western expedition extending even to the "land 
of Mutsri," in my judgment here as elsewhere Egypt counted 
rrom the Wady el Aris, that his son, Tukulti Ninib (1 219-1202) 
made an end, not to the independence of Babylon, but to its posi- 

*z. A. IX., 1., p. 81. 
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tion as a world power; that the Philistines (Pulsta) came from Crete, 
and, repelled by Ramessu III. (i 240-1 208) established themselves 
in the land named after them, that the Danaeans (Danauna) of 
Argos, the Ionians (Yewanin) and the Achaeans, (Akaiwashi) fell 
upon Egypt and the Tyrrhenians — Etruscans, (Tursha) with the 
kindred Sicilians (Shikilu), and Sardinians (Shardanu) came in 
contact with the southwestern shores of the Mediterranean (ca. 
1280-1230). 

The great factors in the life of the human race that these 
new names suggest did not come with a bound. We do not see 
at once the monotheism of Israel's prophets, the Aramaic a 
lingua franca, the Chaldaeans forming a colossal empire, the 
Assyrian rod on the back of deported populations, the human 
form divine stepping forth from the marble at the bidding of 
Hellenic thought, the Roman structure of society cemented 
by diplomacy. Yet a glance suffices to discern in them the 
potency and promise of new developments in religion, commerce, 
empire, art and law. The seer of Mount Sinai, the tradesman in 
a Hittite town, the proud and independent sheik of the marsh- 
lands, the monarch marching to the western sea, the noble-vis- 
aged soldier with helmet, shield and lance, the meddling visitor 
in the Delta, these are types and prophecies. The contempora- 
ries knew it not. How could they dream that what they played 
was only a prelude ? A mysterious silence soon fell on the 
world. Israel hidden in the land of the Amorites ; Mesopotamia 
and Babylon opening their gates to the desert tribes and closing 
them again ; Assyria resting as if conscious of a busy day to 
come ; Greece drawn up within herself developing in her own 
matchless way germs fructified by foreign contact ; Italy learn- 
ing at home to rule herself that she may rule the world ! No ear 
could yet have heard across the centuries the strains of the still 
grander music. 

Even beyond the circle of this Mediterranean world, where 
nations lived whose early history is now becoming known to us, 
this century seems to have been marked by events of great 
importance. Jacob has wellshown (Z.D.M.G. XLIX \2) that cer- 
tain passages in Rig Veda betray the memory of an earlier reckon- 
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ing of the year, and that this cannot have been fixed elsewhere than 
in India or later than 4500 B. C. Biihler's arguments also prove 
a far higher antiquity for the Veda than has been supposed. 
Nevertheless Oldenberg, Max Miiller and Whitney probably 
remain correct in assuming that the thirteenth century was char- 
acterized by new impulses in the religious life and new move- 
ments in the political relations of India. Terrien de Lacouperie 
long contended that the Chinese mode of writing was borrowed 
from the Sumero-Akkadians in the fourth or fifth millennium. 
Carlos deHarlezhas proved the utter improbability of this hypoth- 
esis, but at the same time has traced back the authentic history 
of China to the fourth millennium, and by making probable an 
indigenous origin of the system of writing has necessitated the 
assumption of a far longer period of development. However 
that may have been, the thirteenth century seems to have wit- 
nessed the first Chinese settlements on Corea, and thus the build- 
ing of that bridge over which so much of this ancient civiliza- 
tion was to pass over into Japan. Concerning our own Aryan 
ancestors in this age, history is as yet silent. 

Against the background of this age the majestic figure of one 
of history's greatest personalities stands out in bold relief. 

{Concluded in February number.) 



